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Surat Saad

The Idolators were amazed at the Message, Tawhid and the Qur’an (Ayat 1
to 11)

Allah tells us that the idolators wondered at the sending of the Messenger of Allah,
peace and blessings be upon him, as a bringer of glad tidings and a warner.

Allah says here: “And they wonder that a warner has come to them from
among themselves.”meaning, a human being like themselves. “And the
disbelievers said: “This is a sorcerer, a liar. Has he made the gods into
One God?”meaning, does he claim that the One Who is to worship is One and there
is no god besides Him?

The idolators – may Allah curse them – denounced that and were amazed at the idea
of giving up Shirk, because they had learned from their forefathers to worship idols
and their hearts were filled with love for that. When the Messenger called them to rid
their hearts of that and to worship Allah Alone, this was too much for them and they
were astounded by it. They said: “Has he made the gods into One God Verily,
this is a curious thing!” And the leaders among themwent about”meaning
the chiefs and masters and nobles, “(saying): “Go on…”meaning, ‘persist in your
religion,’ “and remain constant to your gods!”, meaning, ‘do not respond to
Muhammad’s call to Tawhid.’“Verily, this is a thing designed!” Ibn Jarir said,
“The Tawhid to which Muhammad is calling you is something by which he wishes to
gain power over you, and exalt his own position, so that he will have followers among
you, but we will not respond to him.”

A Reminder of ThoseWho were destroyed among the Previous Nations(
ayat 12 to 16)
Allah tells us about those past nations and the punishment and vengeance that struck
them for their going against the Messengers and disbelieving in the Prophets, peace be
upon them. We have already seen their stories in detail in numerous places (in the
Qur’an). Allah says: “such were the Confederates.”meaning, ‘they were greater
and stronger than you, they had more wealth and children, but that did not protect



them from the punishment of Allah at all when the command of your Lord came to
pass.’ Allah says: “Not one of them but denied the Messengers; therefore My
torment was justified.” The reason for their destruction was their disbelief in the
Messengers, so let those who are addressed here beware and be afraid.’ “And these
only wait for a single Sayhah there will be no pause or ending thereto.”
i.e., they will only wait for the Hour that it shall come upon them suddenly while they
perceive not. This Sayhah is the blast on the Trumpet when Allah will command Israfil
to sound a long note, and there will be no one in the heaven or on earth but will be
terrified, except those whom Allah spares. “They say: “Our Lord! Hasten to us
Qittana before the Day of Reckoning!” Here Allah denounces the idolators for
calling for the punishment to be hastened upon themselves. Qitt refers to a book or
record, or it was said that it means one’s allotted share or fortune. Ibn Abbas, and
some other scholars say “They asked for the punishment to be hastened.”. It was also
said that they asked for their share of Paradise to be hastened, if it really existed, so
that they might have their share in this world. They said this by way of mockery and
disbelief, so Allah commanded His Messenger to be patient in the face of their insults,
and He gave him the glad tidings that his patience would be rewarded with victory and
success.

Dawud, peace be upon him (Ayat 17 to 20)
Allah tells us that His servant and Messenger Dawud, peace be upon him, was endued
with power. Al-Ayd means strength in knowledge and action. He, peace be upon him,
used to spend a third of the night in prayer, and he fasted for half a lifetime. This was
reported in the Two Sahihs, where it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah, peace
and blessings be upon him, said:
“The most beloved of prayer to Allah is the prayer of Dawud, and the most beloved of
fasting to Allah is the fasting of Dawud. He used to sleep for half of the night, stand in
prayer for a third of the night, then sleep for a sixth of the night, and he used to fast
alternate days. He never fled from the battlefield, and he always turned to Allah.”
(Fath Al-Bari 3:20)

“Verily, We made the mountains to glorify Our praises with him in the
Ashi and Ishraq.”means, Allah caused the mountains to glorify His praises with
him at sunrise and at the end of the day. The birds also used to glorify Allah’s praises
with him. If a bird flew by him and heard him chanting the Zabur, it would not go



away; instead it would stay hovering in the air, glorifying Allah along with him. And
the lofty mountains would respond to him and echo his glorification of Allah.
“And (so did) the birds assembled,”meaning, hovering in the air. “all
obedient to him.”means, they obeyed him and followed him in glorifying Allah.
“Wemade his kingdom strong”means, ‘We gave him complete dominion with all
that kings need.’ Mujahid said, “He was the strongest and most powerful of the people
of this world.” “and gave him Al-Hikmah” This means Prophethood “and
sound judgement”means sound judgment is testimony and oaths.

Advice to Rulers and Leaders (Ayat 26)

This is advice from Allah, may He be exalted, to those who are in positions of
authority. They should rule according to the truth and justice revealed from Him, they
should not turn away from it and be led astray from the path of Allah. Allah has issued
a stern warning of a severe punishment to those who go astray from His path and
forget the Day of Resurrection. Ibrahim Abu Zurah, reported that Al-Walid bin Abd
Al-Malik(the Khalifah) said to him: “Does anyone have the right to question the
Khalifah? You have read the first Scripture and the Qur’an, and you have understood
them.” He replied, “May I speak, O Commander of the faithful” He said, “Speak, for
you are under the protection of Allah.” I said, “O Commander of the faithful, are you
more dear to Allah, or Dawud, peace be upon him? For Allah gave him both
prophethood and rulership, then He warned him in His Book: “O Dawud ! Verily, We
have placed you as a successor on the earth; so judge you between men in truth (and
justice) and follow not your desire — for it will mislead you from the path of Allah.”
And Allah, may He be glorified and exalted, is the Guide to the Truth.

Ayat 27 to 29

TheWisdom behind the Creation of This World
Allah tells us that He did not create the creatures in vain; He created them to worship
Him Alone, then He will gather them on the Day of Gathering and will reward the
obedient and punish the disbelievers. Allah says: “AndWe created not the heaven
and the earth and all that is between themwithout purpose! That is the
consideration of those who disbelieve!”meaning, those who do not think that
the resurrection and the place of return will occur, but they think that there is nothing



after this world. “Then woe to those who disbelieve from the Fire!”means, woe to
them on the Day when they will be resurrected, from the Fire that is prepared for
them. Then Allah explains that because of His justice and wisdom, He does not treat
the believers and the disbelievers equally. Allah says: “Shall We treat those who
believe and do righteous good deeds as those who do mischief on the
earth? Or shall We treat Those who have Taqwa as the evildoers?”
meaning, ‘We shall not do that.’ They are not equal before Allah, and since this is the
case, there must inevitably be another realm in which those who obey Allah will be
rewarded and the wicked will be punished. This teaching indicates to those of a sound
mind and upright nature that there must inevitably be a resurrection and recompense.
We see evildoers and criminals are prospering and increasing in wealth, children and
luxury, until they die in that state. We see oppressed believers dying of grief and
distress, so by the wisdom of the All-Wise, All-Knowing, All-Just who does not do even
a speck of dust’s weight of injustice, there should be a time when the rights of the
oppressed are restored with due justice. If this does not happen in this world, there
must be another realm where recompense may be made and consolation may be
found. The Qur’an teaches sound aims based on a rational way of thinking, so Allah
says: “(This is) a Book which We have sent down to you, full of blessings, that they
may ponder over its Ayat, and that men of understanding may remember.”meaning,
those who are possessed of wisdom and reason.

Sulayman the Son of Dawud (Ayat 30 - 33)
Allah tells us that he gave Sulayman to Dawud as a Prophet, as He says elsewhere:
“And Sulayman inherited Dawud” (27:1). meaning, he inherited prophethood
from him. Dawud had other sons besides Sulayma. “How excellent a servant!
Verily, he was ever oft-returning in repentance (to Us)!” This is praise for
Sulayman, because he was very much obedient, worshipping Allah much and always
turning to Allah in repentance. “When there were displayed before him, in the
afternoon, well trained horses of the highest breed.”means, these well
trained horses were shown to Sulayman, peace be upon him, in his capacity as king
and ruler. “He said: “I did love the good (i.e., horses) instead of
remembering my Lord” till the time was over, and (the sun) had hidden
in the veil (of night)”More than one of the scholars of Tafsir mentioned that he



was so busy looking at the horses that he missed the time of Asr prayer. He did not
miss it deliberately, but because of forgetfulness.

“Then he said: “Bring them (horses) back to me.” Then he began to pass
his hand over their legs and their necks.” Sulayman said, ‘No, by Allah, you will
not keep me from worshiping my Lord again,’ then he asked for the horses to be
brought to him and he began patting the horses’ heads and legs out of love for them
(According to Ibn Abbas).

After that Allah blessed him with something better, the wind which blew gently by his
order wherever he willed. Its morning lasted a month’s (journey), and its afternoon
lasted a month’s (journey). This was faster and better than horses.

Allah made Things easy for Sulayman after Allah tested him (36 to 40)

Allah says: “So, We subjected to him the wind; it blew gently by his order
wherever he willed.” After that Allah blessed Sulayman with something better and
swifter than the horses, which is the wind whose morning was a month’s (journey),
and its afternoon was a month’s (journey).” “wherever he willed.”means,
wherever in the world he wanted. “And also the Shayatin, from every kind of
builder and diver,”means, among them were some whom he used to build high
rooms, images, basins as large as reservoirs, and cauldrons fixed “in their places”,
and other difficult tasks which humans were unable to do. And there was another
group, who dived into the sea recovering pearls, jewels and other precious things
which cannot be found anywhere else. “And also others bound in fetters.”
means, tied up in chains. These were the ones who had rebelled and refused to work,
or else their work was bad and they were wrongdoers. [Allah said to Sulayman]: “This
is Our Gift, so spend you or withhold, no account will be asked of you.”
means, ‘this that We have given to you of kingship and perfect power, as you asked for,
you may give to whomsoever you wish and deny to whomsoever you wish, and you will
not be brought to account. Whatever you do is permissible for you, so however you
judge, it will be right.’.

When Allah tells us what He gave to Sulayman, peace be upon him, in this world, He
tells us that he will have a great share with Allah on the Day of Resurrection. He says:



“And verily, for him is a near access to Us, and a good (final) return.”
meaning, in this world and the Hereafter.

Ayyub (41 to 44)
Here Allah tells us about His servant and Messenger Ayyub (Job) and how He tested
him. These tests afflicted his body, his wealth and his children, until there was no part
of his body that was healthy except his heart. Then he had nothing left in this world
which he could use to help him deal with his sickness or the predicament he was in,
besides his wife, who retained her devotion to him because of her faith in Allah and
His Messenger. She used to work for people as a paid servant, and she fed and served
him (Ayyub) for nearly eighteen years. Before that, he was very rich and had many
children, being well off in worldly terms. All of that had been taken away until he
ended up being thrown into the city dump where he stayed all this time, shunned by
relatives and strangers alike, with the exception of his wife – may Allah be pleased
with her. She did not leave him, morning and evening, except for when she was serving
people, then she would come straight back to him. When this had gone on for a long
time, and things had gotten very bad, and the time allotted by divine decree had come
to an end, Ayyub prayed to the Lord of the worlds, the God of the Messengers, and
said:“Verily, distress has seized me, and You are the Most Merciful of all
those who showmercy.” (21:83). And according to this Ayah: “And remember
Our servant Ayyub, when he invoked his Lord (saying): “Verily, Shaytan
has afflicted me with distress and torment!” It was said that “distress” referred
to bodily afflictions and “torment” referred to the loss of his wealth and children. Then
the Most Merciful of those who show mercy responded to him, telling him to stand up
and strike the ground with his foot. He did this, and Allah caused a spring of water to
flow. He commanded him to wash in it, and all the pain and affliction in his body
disappeared. Then He commanded him to strike the ground in a different place, and
Allah caused another spring to flow, and Ayyub was commanded to drink from it. Then
all his internal problems disappeared, and he became healthy again, inside and out.

“AndWe gave him (back) his family, and along with them the like
thereof, as a mercy from Us, and a reminder for those who understand.”
Allah brought his family themselves back to life, and added others like them.” “as a
mercy from Us,”means, in return for his patience, steadfastness, repentance,
humility and constant turning to Allah.



The Final Return of the Blessed (49 to 54)
Allah tells us that His blessed, believing servants will have a good final return in the
Hereafter, which means their ultimate destination. Then He explains it further, as He
says: “Adn Gardens”meaning, eternal gardens (of Paradise), “whose doors will
be opened for them.”means, when they come to them “these gardens”, their
gates will open for them.

The Final Return of the Doomed (55 - 58)
Having mentioned the final of the blessed, Allah follows that with mention of the final
return of the doomed when they are resurrected and brought to account. Allah says:
“This is so! And for the Taghin”, which refers to those who disobey Allah, may He
be glorified, and oppose the Messengers of Allah, peace be upon them, “will be an
evil final return.”means, the worst final return.

The Disputes of the People of Hell (59 to 64)
“This is a troop entering with you (in Hell), no welcome for them! Verily,
they shall enter in the Fire!”Here Allah tells us what the people of Hell will say to
one another. Instead of greeting one another, they will curse one another, accuse one
another of being liars and reject one another. When a new group arrives, the keepers
of Hell will say, “This is a troop entering with you (in Hell), no welcome for
them! Verily, they shall enter in the Fire!”meaning, because they are of the
people of Hell. “Nay, you (too)! No welcome for you!”means, those who are
coming in will say, “Nay, you (too)! No welcome for you! It is you who
brought this upon us,”meaning, `you called us to that which led us to this fate.’
“so evil is this place to stay in!”means, evil is this abode and this destination.
“They will say: “Our Lord! Whoever brought this upon us, add to him a
double torment in the Fire!”.
“And they will say: “What is the matter with us that we see not men
whomwe used to count among the bad ones Did we take them as an
object of mockery, or have (our) eyes failed to perceive them” Here Allah
tells us that when they are in Hell, the disbelievers will notice that they do not see
people who they thought were misguided, while they thought of themselves as
believers. They will say, ‘why do we not see them with us in the Fire’ Mujahid said,
“This is what Abu Jahl will say; he will say, ‘what is the matter with me that I do not
see Bilal and Ammar and Suhayb and so-and-so…?’ This is an example; all the



disbelievers are like this, they think that the believers will go to Hell, so when the
disbelievers enter Hell, they will wonder why they do not see them there. Then they
will find out that they “the believers” are in the lofty levels of Paradise.

The Message of the Messenger is a Great News (65 to 70)
Allah tells His Messenger to say to those who disbelieved in Allah, associated others in
worship with Him and denied His Messenger: `I am a warner, I am not as you claim.’
“and there is no God (worthy of worship) except Allah, the One, the
Irresistible,”means, He Alone has subjugated and controlled everything. “The
Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that is between them,”means, He
is the Sovereign of all that and is in control of it. “the Almighty, the
Oft-Forgiving.”means, He is Oft-Forgiving as well as being Almighty and
All-Powerful. “Say: “That (this Qur’an) is a great news,”means, ‘something
very important, which is that Allah has sent me to you. “Fromwhich you turn
away!”means, `you neglect it.’ “I had no knowledge of the chiefs (angels) on
high when they were disputing and discussing.”meaning, ‘were it not for the
divine revelation, how could I have known about the dispute of the chiefs on high (the
angels)’ This refers to their dispute concerning Adam, peace be upon him, and how
Iblis refused to prostrate to him and argued with his Lord because He preferred him
(Adam) over him.

The Story of Adam and Iblis (71 to 85)
Allah mentions this story in Surat Al-Baqarah, at the beginning of Surat Al-Araf, in
Surat Al-Hijr, Al-Isra’, Al-Kahf and here. Before creating Adam, peace be upon him,
Allah told the angels that He was going to create a human being from sounding clay of
altered smooth black mud. He told them that when He finished creating and forming
him, they were to prostrate to him as a sign of honor and respect, and out of obedience
to the command of Allah, may He be exalted. All of the angels obeyed this command
except for Iblis, who was not one of them. He was one of the Jinn. He refused to
prostrate to Adam, and he disputed with his Lord about him, claiming that he was
better than Adam, because he was created from fire while Adam was created from clay,
and fire was better than clay, or so he said. He made a mistake by doing this, and he
went against the command of Allah, thus committing the sin of disbelief. So Allah
exiled him, humiliated him, and cast him out of His mercy. Iblis asked Allah to give
him a reprieve until the Day of Resurrection, so the Forbearing One, Who does not



hasten to punish those who disobey Him, gave him a reprieve. When he knew that he
was safe from destruction until the Day of Resurrection, he rebelled and transgressed.

“[Iblis] said: “By Your might, then I will surely mislead them all, except
Your true servants amongst them.” “(Allah) said: “The truth is — and the
truth I say that I will fill Hell with you and those of them (mankind) that
follow you, together.” This means, “I am the Truth and the truth I say.” or, “The
truth is from Me and I speak the truth.” The truth is: “That I will fill Hell with
you and those of them (mankind) that follow you, together.”

The ending of the Surah (86 to 88)

Allah says: `Say, O Muhammad, to these idolaters: I do not ask you to give me any
reward from the goods of this world in return for the Message which I convey to you
and the sincere advice I offer.’ “nor am I one of the Mutakallifin.”means, ‘and I
do not add anything to that which Allah has told me. Whatever I am commanded to
do, I do it, and I do not add anything or take anything away. By doing this I am seeking
the Face of Allah and the Hereafter.’

“It is only a Reminder for all the creatures.”means, the Qur’an is a reminder
for all those who are held accountable, men and Jinn. “And you shall certainly
know the truth of it”means, ‘you will see confirmation that what he says is true.’
“after a while.” which is “After death, or It means, on the Day of Resurrection.
There is no contradiction between the two views, because whoever dies comes under
the rulings of the Day of Resurrection.

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Sad. All praise and gratitude is due to Allah, and
Allah may He be glorified and exalted, knows best.
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